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centric escarpments surrounding Paris, and this city may be conceived
as occupying the center of the smallest saucer. These escarpments pre-
sent a steep outward slope away from Paris, while their inner slopes
dip gently toward the center of the region. Transportation routes and
many important cities are located where streams break through these
uplands. The military defense of Paris is based upon the defense of
these crests. The ridges are mostly of limestone or chalk, and are used
for either grazing or forests. The plains between the crests are chiefly
clay-covered and fertile, although occasional sandy areas support for-

Harvest scene in the southern part of the Paris Basin. (H. J. Smith.)

ests. Toward the south and the west the ridges nearly disappear, and
plains dominate.

The southern part of the basin is the least favored section as con-
cerns agricultural and industrial possibilities. It consists either of lime-
stone regions which are used for grazing or wheat raising, depending
upon the depth to which the soil covers the limestone, or of sandy
soils which support moors or forests. Between Orleans and Paris lies
the district of Beauce. Here a loamy soil covers a limestone formation,
and, although it is quite dry, there is sufficient moisture for the raising
of wheat This grain covers the landscape as far as the eye can see,
and is in no small part responsible for the fact that the Paris Basin
produces three-fifths of the home-grown wheat of France.

Binding these southern Regions together, and leading to a certain